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The red lava tuff quarry at
Michelnau has lots to offer:

Four very special attractions await
you at Steinbruch Michelnau:
A once-active volcano

• From a geological standpoint, a visit to the
quarry gives you a unique perspective of a now
dormant volcano in the Vogelsberg Mountains.

Fifteen million years ago, this volcanic cone was
active. Evidence of that activity is still visible in the
volcanic stone – here the red lava tuff – which gives
the geotope surrounding the Michelnau quarry its
worldwide unique properties.

A cultural monument
Stone has been quarried here for about 150 years –
actively for the first 100of them. A lot of the
machinery, buildings and relics left in stone over the
ages is still to be seen here today, and it has all been
placed under historical protection. Several of the
important facilities are currently being restored.

• From a cultural standpoint, you will visit an
industrial monument to a by-gone splendid era
– including the machinery and technology
implemented during the 150 years of the
quarry’s active history.
• Friends of nature and wildlife will enjoy a large
variety of virtually unspoilt vegetation and
natural animal habitats.

“The Friends of the Steinbruch Michelnau e.V.“
invite you to visit this fascinating quarry laden
with geological, natural and historical
treasures.

A monumental storehouse

Habitat for flora and fauna
Free and unencumbered nature has reclaimed the
quarry. Many species of plants and animals found in
this man-made habitat today first made their homes
here after the quarry had been discontinued – proof
of their robust adaptability to the environment.

Although this unique stone is no longer quarried on a
regular basis, the quarry is the still storehouse for
important restoration work on the representative
buildings and historical monuments erected during the
quarry’s glorious era.

This small flyer can only give you a brief
indication of what the quarry has to offer its
visitors. Further information regarding the quarry
can be found on the “Friends of the Steinbruch
Michelnau” Internet homepage, which we are
continually adding to and expanding. Here you will
find postings for all current events, activities and
programme dates: www.steinbruch-michelnau.de

A local villa façade clad in famous Michelnau red lava tuff

Under these fascinating aspects, Steinbruch Michelnau
offers great potential for both cultural and
environmental education and development.

The non-profit Friends
“The Friends of the Steinbruchs Michelnau e.V.”
were founded in early 2010, with the aim of
preserving the unique attributes of the quarry for
present and future generations. Our wish is to make
the quarry grounds accessible to the public and
provide information as much as possible on a
regular basis. If you are interested in joining our
organisation, we will be happy to send you further
information. Please contact us at:
kontakt@steinbruch-michelnau.de

or, through our organisation’s president:
Lothar Noll
Johannesstrasse 8
63667 Nidda-Michelnau, Germany
Tel.: ++49 (0)6043 400415  Email: lothar-noll@web.de

Help us help the quarry
All contributions to help continue the work we have
begun to preserve and protect this wonderful
natural treasure are most appreciated. Because we
are accredited as a non-profit organisation, we are
able to issue donation receipts for tax purposes to
all contributors. Please make them payable to:

A visit to the Michelnau Quarry
How to get to Nidda-Michelnau:
By public transportation: Direct train service to Nidda
is available along the Friedberg, Giessen and
Gelnhausen lines. From the station, take the FB-18 bus
to Michelnau (buses service available Mon. – Sun.);
see schedules listed at www.rmv.de.
On foot or by bike: Bike and footpaths are marked
from Nidda and Unter-Schmitten, distance 2.5 km.
By car: via Route L 3185 (the Nidda – Gedern Road) to
Michelnau. The quarry has no official car park.
Vehicles may be parked on the street or nearby.
Finding your way to the quarry:
A large map and signs show the way from the old
school house (the building with belfry at the edge of
the village) at the corner of Linden and Kirsch Streets
to the observation point. Here you’ll have a wonderful
view overlooking the quarry.
Presently, it is only possible to visit the quarry via the
marked paths. Other approaches to the quarry are to
be used at your own risk. Please note that, even along
the marked pathways, sturdy shoes and reasonable
caution are necessary.
Guided tours are possible only by advance request.
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Discover the world’s unique
Red Lava Tuff at
fascinating Michelnau Quarry
in volcanic Vogelsberg!

